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What is a Dog Park and How Does It Benefit the Community?
A dog park is typically a fenced in area of a public park where people and their dogs can
play together. A dog park offers dogs off-leash play areas where the dogs and their owners can
socialize with other dogs and their owners in a park-like setting. The American Kennel Club
strongly supports the establishment of dog parks, pointing out the following benefits a dog park
offers:
a) Allows dogs to exercise and socialize safely. Dogs need room to run and enclosed play
areas permit them to do so while preventing them from endangering themselves and others (such
as running into a street into traffic). Moreover, dogs which are accustomed to playing with other
dogs and people besides their owners are more likely to be well-socialized and react well
towards strangers.
(b) Promotes responsible dog ownership. Having a dog park encourages owners to keep
their dogs on-leash outside the dog park and avoid run-ins with joggers, small children, and
people who are afraid of dogs. A dog park makes it easier for a municipality to enforce its leash
laws since dog owners have little reason to allow their dogs to run off-leash outside the dog park.
c) Provides an outlet for dog owners to socialize. Dog parks are a wonderful place for
owners to meet other dog owners with common interests. Dog parks promote a mixing of
neighbors from different backgrounds who share a common love for dogs. This promotes a
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breakdown of social barriers and fosters an important sense of community. Dog owners also
benefit from the knowledge of other dog owners regarding issues they may have with their dogs.
d) Makes for a better community by promoting public health and safety. Well-behaved
and socialized dogs are better neighbors. They are less likely to create a nuisance, bark
excessively, or destroy property. A well-used dog park means people and dogs in the park year
round, helping to deter crime or vandalism.
Where are Appropriate Sites for a Scarsdale Dog Park?
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