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Clerk's Department

From: Nicholas Thompson <nthompson272@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 1:41 AM

To: Trustee Waldman

Cc: Mayor; Clerk's Department

Subject: Outside dining Scarsdale Pandemic

CAUTION: External sender. 

To whom it may concern,  

I was reading in the Scarsdale Inquirer that came out Friday June 12th, 2020 that there was a village board 

meeting recently concerning outdoor dining and letting businesses put their wares outside their businesses due 

to social distancing. This is fantastic. 

 

My issue with this whole topic is four fold.  

1) The village board meeting May 29th, 2020 according to the newspaper article was scheduled with one day 

notice. How is that fair to people who want to attend the meeting and their point across?  

 

1a) Is a one day notice for a public meeting even legal under the open meeting law?  According to New York 

state law, It does not appear that way. https://www.dos.ny.gov/coog/openmeetinglawfaq.html 

 

I completely understand why people are upset about the short notice when it came to the village board meeting 

on May, 29th 2020. I didn’t hear about it until after the fact.  As a village resident, I would have attended if I 

had known about the meeting. This was not a village emergency, This meeting was to discuss outdoor dining 

and retail. 

 https://www.scarsdale.com/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_05292020-770 

 

2) If you want to let businesses have chairs and tables on the sidewalk, That to me is fine. However, Is there 

going to be a limit of how many chairs/tables,etc are on the sidewalk? The sidewalks in downtown Scarsdale 

are not very wide. How will people get around who have baby carriages and or wheelchairs, etc ?  

 

3) Also in the article it mentioned that some sections of street in downtown would be closed so that dining could 

be outside. This is a great idea. Logistically it may not be very smart. Why? Because parking is already at a 

premium. Many of the residential streets around the downtown area already have parking restrictions. Where 

are people supposed to park when they come downtown to go eat or shop if they cannot find a parking space 

after looking for 15-20 minutes? They’ll go elsewhere.  

 

Thank you for listening to my viewpoint on these important issues. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nicholas K. Thompson  


