
1

Donna Conkling

From: Madelaine Eppenstein <meppenstein@eppenstein.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 07, 2021 6:04 PM

To: Mayor; Trustee Arest; Trustee Ahuja; Trustee Brew; Trustee Crandall; Trustee Lewis; 

Trustee Whitestone; Robert Cole; Clerk's Department

Cc: Darlene Lefrancois

Subject: Letter in Support of Banning Gas Leaf Blowers in Scarsdale 

Attachments: Scarsdale Forum FINAL Gas Leaf Blowers, Leaf Vacuuming, 20210422.pdf

CAUTION: External sender. 

Dear Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Trustees and Village Manager:    

 
Mid-afternoon on Saturday of the Thanksgiving holiday weekend, gas powered leaf 

blowers were running amok in the Village Center on Autenrieth Road, piling leaves and 
all manner of yard debris and grass clippings in the streets. I stopped one of the 

landscape workers on my neighbor’s property to remind him that it is illegal in Scarsdale 
to operate GLBs on the weekend. His smug verbal response was “I know.” He then 

powered his equipment on and resumed blowing leaves. In view of the correspondence 
that Dr. LeFrancois Haber has kindly shared with me, I dusted off this message which 

I’ve been holding onto for weeks. 

 
Landscaper business as usual has been going on seven days a week, spring, summer, 

and now fall, despite amendments to the village code. That means the air is filthy with 
pollutants most of the year with only a few weeks relief in the dead of winter. Gas 

powered leaf blower dB levels are still off the charts. It should be self-evident after so 
many decades of the code’s “summer” ban and recent code amendments that, without a 

total ban, piecemeal enforcement, reminders or fines are never going to hold this 
industry accountable and nothing will change. The responsibility to take away the 

landscape industry’s license to harm rather than protect the health and welfare of our 
community rests with you alone.  

 
As has been demonstrated by our county neighbors who have enacted total GLB bans, it 

doesn’t have to be this way in Scarsdale. We know what it takes to extricate Scarsdale 
from the harms of these intractable industry practices. You have the ability to be the 

agent of change, to fully ban GBLs once and for all, which would require landscapers to 

use instead readily available, powerful yet non-polluting and quieter battery operated 
equipment.  

 
Please do everything within your considerable authority to relieve residents of the health 

hazards, environmental pollution and other harms of GBLs.  
 
Madelaine Eppenstein 

18 Autenrieth Road 
 

From: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org> 

Sent: Saturday, December 4, 2021 3:42 PM 
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To: Mayor <mayor@scarsdale.com>; Trustee Arest <jarest@scarsdale.com>; sahuja@scarsdale.com 

<sahuja@scarsdale.com>; Karen Brew <brewfamily@verizon.net>; Trustee Crandall <lcrandall@scarsdale.com>; Trustee 

Lewis <jlewis@scarsdale.com>; Trustee Whitestone <rwhitestone@scarsdale.com>; Robert Cole <rcole@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: Fw: Gas leaf blowers in Edgewood - Small properties  

  

Hello Mayor and Village Trustees and Village Manager Mr. Cole, 

 

I wanted to include you on this latest communication with Mr. Diodati regarding ongoing violations of current 

Scarsdale GLB-related code and highlight how the ongoing quiet day violations are primarily adversely 

impacting residents of smaller properties in Scarsdale (in addition to adverse health impacts on the gas leaf 

blower operators themselves).  

 

I understand from our recent prior communication regarding these offenses that you are monitoring the 

enforcement of the existing code.  I understood from that prior communication that you are not currently 

considering pursuing an extension of the current GLB ban to a full ban like in surrounding communities.  While 

I do believe a full ban is warranted based on air and noise pollution harms and other detrimental impacts to 

our environment, I also believe a full ban would streamline enforcement.  However, if a full ban in Scarsdale is 

not forthcoming, I urge you to consider enacting a noise ordinance to protect small property owners from the 

existing disparity in GLB harms.  This was originally recommended in the Scarsdale Forum report attached - 

see recommendations #3 and 5 concerning 1/2-acre property limits on numbers/types of blowers and a noise 

limit of 65 decibels at 50 feet or less respectively.   I would also strongly suggest the Village promote resident 

mulch mowing and electric lawn care options through one or more demonstration days and online PSAs to all 

residents regarding these strongly preferred options for landscape management.  I believe Ms Eppenstein has 

forwarded to you the flyer relevant to Rye's successful similar demonstration on Nov 16th - in line with its 

efforts to eliminate GLBs.    

 

Please let me know how I can further assist efforts in eliminating GLBs in Scarsdale as both an environmental 

health and environmental justice issue. 

 

Thanks for your attention and consideration, 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber, MD 

255 Nelson Rd 

 

 

From: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org> 

Sent: Saturday, December 4, 2021 12:03 PM 

To: Building Department <Building@scarsdale.com> 

Cc: Robert Cole <rcole@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: Gas leaf blowers in Edgewood - Small properties  

  

Hi Mr Diodati 

 

Just wanted to send photos of GLBs and associated trucks I have photographed in active operation within a 2 block 

radius of my house on weekend "quiet days" in last couple of weeks.  I called police for these 4 separate offenses.  I 

believe better enforcement policy and actions are warranted, assuming Scarsdale won't legislate a full GLB ban similar to 

many surrounding communities (which will of course make this much easier to enforce). 
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 Unfortunately these 4 violations represent the minority of violations in my neighborhood but I cannot currently afford 

the time to parole and photograph these occurrences - and quite honestly I am unclear as to the efficacy of 

photographing these offenses are.   On this note I would appreciate a response to my question I pose below. 

 

Addresses (with corresponding photographs):.  

2 Rodney on 11/6/21 

23 Hamilton on 11/6/21 

270 Nelson on 12/4/21 - will forward as separate email due to file size  

35 Hamilton on 12/4/21 - will forward as separate email due to file size - had  

 

 

As you must know Edgewood has very small properties and very often the gas blower use is not usually of sufficient 

duration to allow for direct observation by an officer.  However, due to small properties, the nonexistence of an 

effective noise ordinance that would prohibit these exceedingly loud and almost always multiple simultaneous blowers 

on properties within 50 feet of a neighbor results in a severe disparity in what small property (vs large property) owners 

in Scarsdale must endure in terms of noise and air pollution from these GLBs.  Did you know that noise from a GLB IS ON 

A PAR with jack hammers (100 decibels, low frequency penetrating sound signature), which village trustees recently 

expressed concern about in regard to the Heathcote overpass work?   I and other local residents are enduring this on a 

daily basis. 

 

Is it possible to issue a summons or fine based on the photographs I am taking and submitting? 

 

Many thanks for your attention to this, 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber, M.D. 

255 Nelson Rd 

 

From: Darlene Lefrancois 

Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2021 1:06 PM 

To: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: RE: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3!  

  

Hi Mr. Diodati 

Unfortunately, as per the below, it is clear that the landscaper already understands our code but is willfully not following 

it. 

I agree with your contacting the landscaper to reiterate it, but this will not result in behavior change. 

Is it possible to issue a summons or fine based on the photographs I am taking and submitting? 

As you must know Edgewood has very small properties and particularly in the summer months, due to the absence of 

substantial leaf litter or other lawn debris, the gas blower use is not usually of sufficient duration to allow for direct 

observation by an officer. 
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Thanks, 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber M.D. 

  

  

From: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com>  

Sent: Thursday, August 26, 2021 10:26 AM 

To: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org> 

Subject: RE: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3! 

  

CAUTION: This email comes from an external source; the attachments and/or links may compromise our secure 

environment. Do not open or click on suspicious emails. Please click on the “Phish Alert” button on the top right of the 

Outlook dashboard to report any suspicious emails. 

Dear Ms. LeFrancois, 

  

Thank you for bring this to our attention, we will contact the landscaper and explain our code. 

In addition we will continue to conduct inspection around your neighborhood. 

  

Thanks 

Frank 

  

 

From: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org>  

Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 5:42 PM 

To: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: Re: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3! 

  

CAUTION: External sender. 

Hello Mr Diodati 

  

249 Nelson Rd had a gas leaf blower in operation today.  I spoke to the job manager on site to inform him of the village 

code and he told me he was aware of the regulation but then motioned a "shhhh" motion with his fingers over his 

pursed lips.  Amazing. 

  

 I called the police who of course arrived but  just after the truck pulled away.  It seems that many of these landscapers, 

such as this one, are aware of the ban but are willfully ignoring it.  This landscaper was Alfredo Vazquez.  Photos 

attached of truck and operator with gas blower and ancillary vehicle and trailer in front of home 249 Nelson in which 

blower was operating.  Of note this is a DIFFERENT  landscaper and DIFFERENT address from the one I had contacted you 

about below. 

  

Thank you for your assistance. 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber, M.D. 

  

From: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, August 11, 2021 9:12 AM 

To: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org> 

Subject: RE: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3!  
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CAUTION: This email comes from an external source; the attachments and/or links may compromise our secure 

environment. Do not open or click on suspicious emails. Please click on the “Phish Alert” button on the top right of the 

Outlook dashboard to report any suspicious emails. 

Thank you for the clarification. 

Frank 

  

From: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 5:29 PM 

To: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: Re: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3! 

  

CAUTION: External sender. 

Thank you Mr. Diodati. 

To be clear the address is 246 Nelson Rd not 236. 

Thank you 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber, M.D. 
  

From: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 4:47 PM 

To: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org> 

Subject: RE: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3!  

  

CAUTION: This email comes from an external source; the attachments and/or links may compromise our secure 

environment. Do not open or click on suspicious emails. Please click on the “Phish Alert” button on the top right of the 

Outlook dashboard to report any suspicious emails. 

Dear Ms. Lefrancois Haber, 

  

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. 

I will have my Code Enforcement Officer visit 236 Nelson Road tomorrow and explain the code and fines 

associated with the Leaf Blower codes. 

In addition, we will contact Rebollo Landscaping to place them on notice.  

  

Thanks 

Frank Diodati 

Building Inspector 

  

  

From: Darlene Lefrancois <DLEFRANC@montefiore.org>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 2:36 PM 

To: Building Department <building@scarsdale.com> 

Subject: 246 Nelson Rd gas blower X 3! 

  

CAUTION: External sender. 

Hello Mr. Frank Diodati 
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I just called in, for the THIRD time this summer, an active code violation regarding the operation of a 

gas powered leaf blower at 246 Nelson Rd by the SAME landscaper Rebollo. As has now just occurred, 

by the time the police arrive the landscaper has packed up the blower.  This is a common occurrence 

especially in Edgewood with very small properties and with little leaf litter the use of these blowers is 

not of sufficient duration to allow for travel time by our police enforcement to get here in time to 

witness the violation while occurring. I am attaching photos from this occurrence.  I have spoken to 

the homeowner on the first occurrence I witnessed earlier this summer and he told me that "I only pay 

the bill" but he did assure me he would ask his landscaper to check with the Village regarding the 

code.  I don't know if he did this or not but I do know the gas blowing has not stopped.  It will clearly 

take a financial disincentive to cease this landscaper's activities in regard to gas blowing. 

  

Thank you for your attention and action regarding this matter. 

  

Sincerely, 

Darlene LeFrancois Haber, M.D. 
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