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The science of preserving nature since 1964 
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February 25, 2021 

 

Dear Trustee Arest, Downtown Reopening Taskforce, and Village Administrators: 

Thank you for the good news that the Village has allocated $15,000 for the Boniface Circle Park 

beautification project. The Downtown Revitalization Committee of the Scarsdale Forum has 

given some thought to how the funds might best be spent to restore the Park for the benefit of 

residents, merchants and visitors. 

In making these suggestions, we have considered the existing body of work on placemaking and 

the creation of community in public spaces. This research supports our plans for an attractive, 

welcoming and safe space, with flexible seating (movable chairs and tables), open sightlines, 

areas with both sun and shade, and adequate lighting for visibility and security.   

For this project to achieve these goals, some of our recommendations are made to promote 

safety, both from the perspective of the people using the space (for example, walkway trip 

hazards and stairs that need repointing), as well as security during the dusk and evening hours 

(for example, inadequate lighting and overgrown shrubs obscuring the interior of the park). 

Similarly, the conditions on display in the photos to follow should be corrected now as part of 

this restoration and beautification project, and to be consistent with improvements to adjacent 

public gathering spaces, including the seasonal Dine the ‘Dale tent and Chase Park. 

To maximize the budget allocation for the purchase of tables and chairs, landscaping materials, 

and plants, we may request assistance from the DPW and PRC to the extent that their support is 

feasible.   

A brief discussion regarding each recommendation follows. Links to specific items, along with 

pricing, are set forth in the Appendix to this letter; further research is needed for some items. 
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1) Grassy area defined by the brick path and the Chase Road sidewalk 

• Place six Adirondack chairs on the grass, along with two child-sized chairs. 

 

 
 

• Remove and relocate the large electrical box (see recommendations at the end of this 

letter). 

• Remove the arborvitae near the blue spruce tree.  
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2) Perimeter border under the shade of the heritage crabapple at the northeast corner 

along Spencer Place 

• Replace the current wood mulch with pea gravel in the planting beds, contained by a 

Belgian block edging or other barrier. This will create a permeable surface to allow for 

drainage, and create safe footing for tables and chairs. 

 

 
 

• Place three sets of café tables and chairs in the space. 
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3) Spencer Place side of the WWII Memorial  

• Plant perennial native flowers and shrubs. This will deter people from approaching the 

wall, improve the appearance, and save funds and labor spent on annual bedding plants 

and weeding. 

 

 
 

 
 

• Address drainage as needed to prevent further seepage damage into the Memorial. 
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4) Entrance to the WWII Memorial  

• Remove the overgrown taxus shrubs from both sides of the entrance, and replace 

immediately with new, smaller shrubs.  

 

 

 

• Remove the juniper tree on the west side of the Memorial near the parking meters, and 

replace it with smaller shrubs matching existing shrubs. 
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5) Inside the WWII Memorial 

• Place gravel over the dirt planting areas, and put large planters in those spaces, filled with 

low-maintenance succulent plants.  

 

 

 

• Place a circular bench in the center of the space; remove the plastic flower container. 
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Set forth below is a rough sketch showing the proposed improvements. 

 

6) Additional recommendations (not included in the $15,000 funding) 

• Electric: Electric service needs a professional review to determine how to meet Village 

needs on power in Boniface Circle Park for holiday decorations and events. The wiring 

should ideally be located on the perimeter. 

• Lighting: The park is dark and unsafe at night. The two nearby single-lamp Town & 

Country fixtures (SE corner of Boniface Circle and Chase Road, and NW corner of 

Boniface Circle and Spencer Place) should be replaced with three-lamp fixtures to match 

the lighting at the corner of Chase Road and Spencer Place. 

• Bicycle Rack: Installation of a rack near Boniface Circle will encourage more people to 

cycle to town.  

• New Shrubbery: Fresh plantings along the Boniface Circle perimeter near the parking 

meters will enhance the appearance of the park. 

• Brick Pathway: Widen the brick pathway. Although the bricks are charming, the 

bluestone pavers (in inventory) will create a more secure surface. 
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We are happy to provide any additional information or examples of products.  Thank you for 

your consideration of these plans. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Douglass, Chair  

Betsy Bush 

Scott Douglass 

Madelaine Eppenstein 

Beth Lambert 
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Appendix – Suggestions of Items for Purchase 

Café tables and chairs 

 

+,-./012/,3"456748"9:-0;"<-=>/"?>@=:/"AB="6C=;//:"DB=-E"<-=>/"?>@=:/"AB="F/E;-GEB"<-=>/"H-GEB"-0;"

IJ->:@"'"I/E/:@"K?ECBL3"M/,B"N"O>=2JB0"
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Adirondack chairs 

IE-@@>2"+;>:/0;-2Y"I/EEB2=>/0"T"<6Z[U66\P"6WW>2>-E"A=/:B"

+@"-0"-;;B;"G/0C@]"=J>@"G:-0;"/W"+;>:/0;-2Y"2J->:">@",-;B">0"=JB"^1A1"/W"!XX_":B2V2EB;"`E-@=>2"

KBa2B`="W/:"=JB",B=-E"W>==>0b@L1"

 

 O>;O:-W="O>;@"6C=;//:"+;>:/0;-2Y"IJ->:"N"QBR>BS@"T"U-VW->: 

 

 

The same kids chair is available in a broader range of colors on the official Polywood site for 

$189.00: <6Z[U66\P"O>;@"I-@C-E"IJ->:"c"A?\!#"T"<6Z[U66\P"6WW>2>-E"A=/:B1  
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Circular benches 

https://www.thebenchfactory.com/tree-benches?sku=2ZK2389-

GN/TN&msclkid=68594e45deb61396c7712e71d5c3f2cb&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campai

gn=TBF%20Shopping&utm_term=1100908970156&utm_content=TBF%20Shopping 

 

 

FEBC:"\B"Z>@"Z>R>0b"?:B,B0"4:/0"H:BB"?B02J"T"U-VW->:"
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Planters 
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Budget - estimated 

Furniture 

3 table and chair sets: $1500 

6 Adirondack chairs: $1200 

2 child-sized Adirondack chairs: $200 

Circular bench: $2000 

5 planters: $1000 

Total: $5,900 

 

Plants and planting material 

Pea gravel 

Shrubs for WWII Memorial entrance 

Perennials for the Spencer Place wall  
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The science of preserving nature since 1964 WC16725-HO5 / NY1331916 

58 Beechwood Avenue 

New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Phone (914) 576-0193

Fax (914) 576 ¶ 5448 

www.almstead.com 

 

 

Cynthia Roberts  

15 Autenreith Road  

Scarsdale, New York 10583 

Dear Mrs. Roberts, 

It was a pleasure to meet with you.  Based on our conversation, I think the likelihood of failure of the 

branches, crown, trunk, or roots of this tree are very low within the time frame of 1-2 years. Given the 

high traffic area that it is in, there are a few steps that we can take to mitigate that risk even further. I 

have included my observations and recommendations for your consideration.   

If you would like to proceed with the proposed work, we ask that you complete the Authorization page 

and return it to our office. 

If yo my email is ntripsas@almstead.com, and 

our phone number is 914-576-0193. You can also find detailed descriptions of our services online at 

almstead.com. 

Sincerely, 

 
Nick Tripsas 

ISA Certified Arborist #NY-6025 

December 8, 2020 
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Arbor Care Definitions 

Pruning Standards: Experts in the field of arboriculture have established a committee to develop 

standards of tree maintenance. This committee, working with the American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI), developed standards from pruning and other aspects of tree care. These standards 

provide for a higher, more uniform level of service and help ensure public safety.  

Almstead adheres to the principals of the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), the Tree Care 

Industry Association (TCIA) and The American National Standard for Tree Care Operations  Tree, 

Shrub and other Woody Plant Maintenance  Standard Practices (ANSI A300). All work shall be 

completed in compliance with A300 Standards. 

Pruning Objectives: 

Structural Pruning: Structural pruning shall consist of selective pruning to improve tree and 

branch architecture primarily on young- and medium-aged trees. 

Restoration Pruning: Restoration shall consist of selective pruning to redevelop structure, form, 

and appearance of severely pruned, vandalized, or damaged trees. 

Vista Pruning: Vista/view pruning shall consist of the use of one or more pruning methods 

(types) to enhance a specific line of sight. 

Pruning Methods: 

Prune to Clean: Cleaning shall consist of pruning to remove one or more of the following non-

beneficial parts: dead, diseased, and/or broken branches. 

Prune to Thin: Thinning shall consist of selective pruning to reduce density of live branches. 

Prune to Raise: Raising shall consist of pruning to provide vertical clearance. 

Prune to Reduce: Reducing shall consist of pruning to decrease height and/or spread. 

Take Down: Removing a tree and cutting stump as flush to grade as possible. 

Stump Grinding: Grinding the stump to recommended depth below grade and backfilling with the 

resulting debris/wood chips. 

Cabling: Cables restrict the distance that branches can move in relation to each other. Installed 

across a weak junction, they will greatly reduce the risk of failure. Installed on overextended 

branches, they can be used to support the branch. 

Bracing: Brace rods are used to reduce the risk of two or more stems spreading farther apart or 

moving sideways in relation to each other. They are also used to fasten together a junction or branch 

that is split apart. 
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Arbor Care Recommendations 

Arbor Care: Tree Pruning  

1. 22  Colorado Blue spruce at the center of village green; prune to clean dead and weak 

bran  

2. 22  Colorado blue spruce at the center of village green, remove pitch mass borer larvae from 

the stem where possible.  

Cost of Tree Pruning  ............................................................................................ $325 

Organic Care: Root Collar Excavation 

Soil is removed to expose the critical root zone of a tree with an Air Spade. Problems with the roots are 

diagnosed and then corrected where possible. For instance, circling and adventitious roots are often 

pruned, and the soil level may be lowered to expose the root flare.  

1. Perform Root Collar Excavation on of Blue spruce in Village Green. 

Cost of Root Collar Excavation  $375 

Plant Health Care Recommendations 

Organic Care: Compost Tea Description 

These teas are concentrated extracts of the beneficial organisms contained in compost. They are freshly 

brewed over the course of 24-48 hours from local leaf and twig compost that has been run through soil 

biology tests. Adding value to any soil ecosystem, compost teas infuse soil with microorganisms that 

naturally promote plant health while often out-competing the harmful, disease-causing organisms that 

thrive in unhealthy soils. 

Organic Care: Compost Tea Soil Injection 

In this treatment, compost tea is injected beneath the soil directly into the root zones of plants. 

1. Soil injection of compost tea for Blue Spruce in Village Green. I recommend performing this 

injection in Spring/Sumer/Fall/Multiple Seasons. 

Cost of 3 Compost Tea Soil Injection @ $175 per application  $525 

Plant Health Care: Borer Treatment 

1. Bark drench applied to stem of Blue Spruce to suppress boring insects. (May 15th  June 12th)  

Cost of Borer Treatment .................................................................................................... $205 
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                                                            Authorization to Proceed 

R   Check for Authorization 

£ Arbor Care: Tree Pruning  $325 

£ Organic Care: Root Collar Excavation $375 

£ Organic Care: Compost Tea Soil Injection $525 

£ Plant Health Care: Borer Treatment $205 

 

£ Pay by Check 

Please make checks payable to Almstead Tree & Shrub Care Company.   

£ Pay Online 

Pay your deposit online easily and securely using any major credit card. Simply visit 

almstead.com/payment/ and reference the following invoice/customer number:  

£ Pay by Credit Card 

The credit card provided will be charged for the deposit of the work outlined above. Unless 

otherwise noted, this credit card will also be charged for the balance upon completion of the work. 

Name on card:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

Billing Address:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

City:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

State:   · · · · · ·     Zip:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

£  MasterCard       £  Visa       £  Discover        £  AmEx 

Card Number:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·  

Expiration Date:   · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·     CVC:  · · · · · · ·  

Almstead Tree & Shrub Care Company is authorized to proceed with the work outlined in this proposal. 

I understand that the amounts listed above do not include sales tax, and that I am responsible for 

payment of same, or for providing a Tax Exempt Certificate to Almstead Tree, Shrub & Lawn Care. 

 

 

 

Authorization Signature:  ̧ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸      Date: ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸ ¸
Customer: 
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Terms and Conditions 

The following terms and conditions are a part of the confirmation of work to be performed by ALMSTEAD TREE & SHRUB CARE COMPANY, LLC 

( ALMSTEAD  90 days. 

Performance by Almstead   Work crews will arrive at the job site unannounced unless otherwise noted herein. ALMSTEAD shall attempt to meet all 

performance dates, but shall not be liable for damages due to delays for inclement weather or other causes beyond its control. The client shall not be 

relieved of his responsibility because of delays. Our Plant Health Care and Lawn Care programs are designed to manage and not eradicate pest and 

disease infestations. Horticulturally tolerable levels of pests and disease may still be present after treatment. Any epidemic infestation may require 

additional visits at additional cost to the client, pending client approval. As grass and other plant life are living, changing organisms affected by 

several factors beyond our control, no guarantee on turf, plant or general landscape safety, health or condition is expressed or implied in this contract 

unless specifically stated in writing. At each Plant Health Care or Lawn Care application, an evaluation will be left indicating the service(s) performed 

and, if necessary, any additional recommendations. Re-measurement of your lawn may also be performed if there is a discrepancy; should this occur, 

you will be notified of any resulting price adjustments.  

Workmanship  All work will be performed in a professional manner by experienced personnel outfitted with the appropriate tools and equipment to 

complete the job properly. Our work meets and exceeds the guidelines and standards set forth in section Z133.1 of ANSI A300 by the American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI) and endorsed by the National Arborist Association. The client is responsible for advising ALMSTEAD regarding 

the location of underground utilities, including irrigation systems and invisible fencing, in the area where work is to be done. ALMSTEAD shall not be 

responsible for damage to such utilities unless the location has been indicated prior to the commencement of work. Unless otherwise indicated 

herein, ALMSTEAD will remove wood, brush and debris incidental to the work. 

Insurance  ALMSTEAD is insured for liability resulting from injury to persons or negligent damage to property, and all its employees are covered by 

 

Access to Work  The client shall provide free access to work areas for ALMSTEAD employees and vehicles and agrees to keep driveways clear and 

available for movement and parking of required trucks and equipment during normal working hours. ALMSTEAD employees shall not be expected to 

keep gates closed for children or animals. 

Ownership  The client warrants that all plant material and property upon which work is to be performed are either owned by the signatory to this 

agreement or that permission for the work has been obtained from the owner by the signatory. It is further agreed that the property owner or 

representative shall be responsible for obtaining any and all permits which may be required by local authorities. ALMSTEAD is hereby held harmless 

 

Product Information  Certain states require that specific product application information be submitted to the client. We will send you our 

DataBook, which provides approximate dates of application and ingredient information when required. Please note that 

agent may request the specific date or dates of the application(s) to be provided and, if so requested, the pesticide applicator or business must inform of 

the specific dates and include that date or dates in the contract. Your written authorization on the reverse of this form waives any pre-notification 

unless otherwise noted. 

Plant Health Care and Lawn Care Applications  ALMSTEAD will be responsible for the proper application of any formulation that is commonly used 

in the industry to control specific problems affecting trees, shrubs, or lawns. However, ALMSTEAD shall not be responsible for any unforeseen, 

unusual, or abnormal reaction in persons, pets, or other animals resulting from the use of such materials. The parties agree that in no instance may 

the client seek damages in excess of the contract price.  

Removal  ALMSTEAD nal 

charges may be levied for unseen concrete or metal in tree upon notification of owner. Some lawn damage is expected when removing trees. 

Cabling/Bracing  Cabling and bracing of trees is intended to reduce hazard potential only. It does not permanently remedy structural weakness, is 

not a guarantee against failure and requires periodic inspection. 

Terms of Payment  All accounts are net payable upon receipt of invoice. A service charge of 1.5% per month, which is an annual percentage rate of 

18%, will be added to accounts thirty days after invoice date. If outside assistance is used to collect the account, the client is responsible for all costs 

associated with the collection including, but not limited to, attorney fees and court costs. ALMSTEAD reserves the right to make reasonable changes in 

price on an annual basis to automatically renewing contracts based upon market conditions. 

Concealed Contingencies  The client agrees to pay ALMSTEAD on a time and materials basis for any additional work required to complete the job 

occasioned by concrete, or other foreign matter, or stinging insect nests in the tree(s) or branches, rock, pipe or electrical lines encountered in 

excavations and not described on the face of this agreement, or any other condition not apparent in estimating the work specified. 

Guarantee  At Almstead Tree & Shrub Care, we want to exceed your expectations of us. If you are not happy with us for any reason, please call. We 

will take all reasonable steps to correct the situation. If our treatments have failed to reduce or eliminate the problem we originally treated, we will re-

treat the problem or provide appropriate care at no charge. We strive to guarantee your satisfaction. 

Ken Almstead, CEO WC16727HO5 /  NY1331916 


