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Donna Conkling

From: Madelaine Eppenstein <meppenstein@eppenstein.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 19, 2022 4:33 PM

To: Mayor; trusteeahuja@scarsdale.com; trusteekbrew@scarsdale.com; 

trusteejgans@scarsdale.com; trusteejlewis@scarsdale.com; 

trusteekmazer@scarsdale.com; rwhitesone@scarsdale.com; Jeff Coleman; Robert Cole; 

Alexandra Marshall; Greg Cutler; David Goessl; Clerk's Department

Cc: Michelle Sterling; dlefranc@montefiore.org; ml@mlevine.us

Subject: M. Eppenstein Correspondence on Scarsdale Village Leaf Collection Policy , July 19, 

2022 Village Work Session

Attachments: 2022 Feb, Levine, Michael Comments re Leaf Program Analysis.pdf; 

Scarsdale_Fiscal_Affairs_Committee_Report_on_the_2022-23

_Tentative_Village_Budget.pdf; 2022-07-19 M. Eppenstein Public Comment on Village 

Leaf Collection.docx; DLeF Village Scarsdale BOT Letter Leaf Management 2.16.22.pdf

CAUTION: External sender. 

Dear Mayor Veron, Deputy Mayor Whitestone, Village Trustees, Superintendent 

Coleman, Village Manager Cole, et al., 

 
Attached are copies of items referred to in my comments here, which is also an 

attachment: 
 

Comments Regarding Scarsdale Leaf Collection Policy  

    

It is profoundly disappointing to learn as a twenty-nine year resident that the village seems 

intent on continuing its current fall leaf collection program that will again result in the wasteful 

disposal of an estimated 5,000 tons of residential leaves, as proposed in Public Works' July 7, 

2022 Memorandum. The proposal advocates for continuation of the current program “for the 

foreseeable future” rather than actively transitioning to alternative leaf collection methods and 

programs that have thrived successfully in many of Scarsdale's surrounding municipalities, 

where residents use this valuable resource to nourish soil, plants, and the environment. The 

proposal effectively ignores the compelling science behind the negative environmental and 

public health and safety impacts of Scarsdale's current high carbon footprint leaf vacuuming 

program. The proposal undermines once again the village's own 2011 Resolution and exposes 

the contradiction in requiring mower mulching on the village’s own properties and recreation 

fields over the last decade while relegating its public education campaign in support of on-site 

mulch mowing to the subpages of its website. 
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The demonstrably more efficient and more cost effective alternatives have been supported 

consistently by the village’s own Conservation Advisory Council. The irony is that the same 

efficient, time saving, and cost effective alternatives were already being practiced by the three 

landscapers who were invited by Scarsdale to participate in a videotaped panel discussion at 

Village Hall not so long ago, video at https://www.scarsdale.com/427/Leaf-Mulching-

Video.  On that occasion, the village hosted landscape company principals David Duarte, 

Anthony Vulpone, and Tim Downey, with the participation of environmentalists MJ Wilson of 

the Irvington Green Policy Task Force, and Anne Jaffe-Holmes, representing Greenburgh 

Nature Center in the coordination of Scarsdale's Ad Hoc Leaf project. They all attested 

enthusiastically to the multiple benefits of alternative, healthier and safer leaf collection 

methods and leaf conservation through on-site mower mulching. See background information 

about these landscape professionals at http://www.leleny.org/p/about.html.   

 

Written analyses of the value of adopting alternatives to the current program were presented to 

members of the Village Board during this spring's budget session: in correspondence from 

residents, notably Darlene LeFrancois, M.D. dated Feb. 16, 2022, and Michael Levine dated 

Feb. 15, 2022 (both attached hereto); in the Scarsdale Forum’s March 28, 2022 Report of the 

Scarsdale Fiscal Affairs Committee on the Village of Scarsdale 2022-2023 Tentative Budget 

(also attached); and in the Scarsdale Forum’s April 22, 2021 Report of the Municipal Services 

and Sustainability Committees on Gas Leaf Blowers, Leaf Vacuuming, and Leaf Mulching in 

the Village of Scarsdale (Attachment B to Public Works' Memorandum).  

 

Respectfully, municipal policy should not be based on purportedly data-based assumptions of a 

gardener who is in business to charge for services what is believed the Scarsdale market will 

bear. Rather, the Village Board should gauge what Scarsdale residents might think about the 

potential for “a plausible five-year transition plan that can result in a permanent annual savings 

of $600,000 and a 1.4% reduction in taxes” represented by sustainability benefits that “the 

public may very well agree [are] worth the reduction in services.” (M. Levine, Feb. 15, 2022 

Correspondence, p. 4).  
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Please reconsider. The Village Board reached an important inflection point a year ago when it 

decided to significantly limit the use of gas leaf blowers, the first step many residents hope will 

lead to a total ban of that polluting machinery. Hopefully this Board will soon reach a similar 

inflection point at which the entrenched policy of leaf vacuuming is seen for what it is, a 

noxious environmental and public health and safety hazard that needs to be discontinued. 

 

Sincerely, 

Madelaine Eppenstein 
July 19, 2022 
18 Autenrieth Road 
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Comments Regarding Scarsdale Leaf Collection Policy 

It is profoundly disappointing to learn as a twenty-nine year resident that the village seems 

intent on continuing its current fall leaf collection program that will again result in the wasteful 

disposal of an estimated 5,000 tons of residential leaves, as proposed in Public Works' July 7, 

2022 Memorandum. The proposal advocates for continuation of the current program “for the 

foreseeable future” rather than actively transitioning to alternative leaf collection methods and 

programs that have thrived successfully in many of Scarsdale's surrounding municipalities, 

where residents use this valuable resource to nourish soil, plants, and the environment. The 

proposal effectively ignores the compelling science behind the negative environmental and 

public health and safety impacts of Scarsdale's current high carbon footprint leaf vacuuming 

program. The proposal undermines once again the village's own 2011 Resolution and exposes 

the contradiction in requiring mower mulching on the village’s own properties and recreation 

fields over the last decade while relegating its public education campaign in support of on-site 

mulch mowing to the subpages of its website.  

The demonstrably more efficient and more cost effective alternatives have been supported 

consistently by the village’s own Conservation Advisory Council. The irony is that the same 

efficient, time saving, and cost effective alternatives were already being practiced by the three 

landscapers who were invited by Scarsdale to participate in a videotaped panel discussion at 

Village Hall not so long ago, video at https://www.scarsdale.com/427/Leaf-Mulching-Video.  

On that occasion, the village hosted landscape company principals David Duarte, Anthony 

Vulpone, and Tim Downey, with the participation of environmentalists MJ Wilson of the 

Irvington Green Policy Task Force, and Anne Jaffe-Holmes, representing Greenburgh Nature 

Center in the coordination of  Scarsdale's Ad Hoc Leaf project. They all attested enthusiastically 

to the multiple benefits of alternative, healthier and safer leaf collection methods and leaf 

conservation through on-site mower mulching. See background information about these 

landscape professionals at http://www.leleny.org/p/about.html.   

Written analyses of the value of adopting alternatives to the current program were presented to 

members of the Village Board during this spring's budget session: in correspondence from 
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residents, notably Darlene LeFrancois, M.D. dated Feb. 16, 2022, and Michael Levine dated 

Feb. 15, 2022 (both attached hereto); in the Scarsdale Forum’s March 28, 2022 Report of the 

Scarsdale Fiscal Affairs Committee on the Village of Scarsdale 2022-2023 Tentative Budget 

(also attached); and in the Scarsdale Forum’s April 22, 2021 Report of the Municipal Services 

and Sustainability Committees on Gas Leaf Blowers, Leaf Vacuuming, and Leaf Mulching in 

the Village of Scarsdale (Attachment B to Public Works' Memorandum).  

Respectfully, municipal policy should not be based on purportedly data-based assumptions of a 

gardener who is in business to charge for services what is believed the Scarsdale market will 

bear. Rather, the Village Board should gauge what Scarsdale residents might think about the 

potential for “a plausible five-year transition plan that can result in a permanent annual savings 

of $600,000 and a 1.4% reduction in taxes” represented by sustainability benefits that “the 

public may very well agree [are] worth the reduction in services.” (M. Levine, Feb. 15, 2022 

Correspondence, p. 4).   

Please reconsider. The Village Board reached an important inflection point a year ago when it 

decided to significantly limit the use of gas leaf blowers, the first step many residents hope will 

lead to a total ban of that polluting machinery. Hopefully this Board will soon reach a similar 

inflection point at which the entrenched policy of leaf vacuuming is seen for what it is, a 

noxious environmental and public health and safety hazard that needs to be discontinued. 

Sincerely, 

Madelaine Eppenstein 
July 19, 2022 
18 Autenrieth Road 
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